Posterior growth and forecasting the development of mandibular third molars.
The inter-dependence of overall orthodontic treatment and the development of the third molars requires the entire dentition to be taken into consideration ab initio and for the patient to be fully informed as to the extractions involved. The anatomical conditions in which the development of the wisdom teeth can occur are studied using comparative samples, with and without third molar retention, followed up to the age of 20 years. Posterior growth observed between the beginning of multiband treatment and adulthood amounted to 11/16mm (girls/boys). The initial difference in forecasting the space between the groups with retained third molars and without was slight (5.5mm). However, this difference was maintained throughout the growth period and was sufficient to guide the final choice whether to extract these teeth or allow them to erupt.